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F RO M TH E DI RECTO R GreenStage’s 2024-2025 season was our busiest yet, featuring 33 events in four

program areas: Live Arts Performance and Education, Artists’ Awards Grants,
It was a tough year to put on a performing arts festival. The Community Building through the Arts, and Arts-Based Human Service.
political, economic and cultural climate was chaotic and the funding
environment challenging, especially for diversity, equity and inclusion,
arts, cultural and humanities programming. But our financial

supporters, this arts-loving community and our volunteers were heroes,

enabling us to stage a 2025 festival at which a couple thousand people

came out to celebrate what'’s good in the world.

GreenStage's core mission is community-building, and to that end we collaborated with
area partners to present eight new programs in 2024-25—one every other month on
average. These events were designed to deliver the unexpected, to bring live performances
and experiences to the Shoreline unlike anything else found here, and to engage the
community in celebration, connection and learning. We continue to prioritize diversity in
artistic genre, offering a platform for the voices of a multicultural society, and removing

barriers between stage and audience.

Looking to the future, I'm excited to welcome Laura Davidson and Nellie Kurtzman as our
new board chair and executive director. It's been an honor and a lot of fun to be part of
this organization, and it's with enthusiasm and confidence that I'll watch them creatively,
energetically and joyfully carry GreenStage into its next great decade! | hope you'll

continue to share in the journey.

Warmly,

Peter Hawes

“I am blown away by the excellent

On the cover: Surcari, led by guitarist Lorena Garay, played traditional music and told stories from
Puerto Rico, Mexico, the Andes and other Spanish-speaking lands. The Sean Nelson Jazz Orchestra,
opposite, put its virtuosic spin on big-band music, featuring traditional and original compositions.

programming for GreenStage.
Truly something for everyone
and so much fun!”




“Tears of joy were pouring down my

cheeks as I marched around the green”
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Musical entertainment at the 2025 festival included the Jordan TW Trio, opposite, right,
playing traditional music and telling stories from Celtic northern Europe; Karim Nagi and
Huzam, opposite, far left, performing instrumental music and illuminating the culture and
history of the Arabic diaspora; Sera Smolen, Tom Mank and Luke Molina, opposite, bottom,
collaborating on original folk and blues songs; and the Afro-Brazilian women drummers of
Batald New York, above, who energized downtown with a joyful parade around the Guilford
Green, accompanied by giant puppets from Sova Dance and Puppet Theater.



Kotoko Brass, below, had the audience dancing under the tent with
high-energy brass-band music and explosive percussionists from

Ghana. Composer Jeff Beal, left, performed piano études and
chatted with GreenStage board chair Laura Davidson and the
audience about his music and inspirations. Poets Pat Mottola,
Kashawn Taylor and Mark McGuire-Schwartz, L-R, opposite, read
from their latest collections. Not shown: Indie-folk duo Goodnight
Moonshine.
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IN ACTION

A core element of GreenStage’s mission is providing opportunities
for people of all ages to learn from festival artists and to try their

hands at various forms of music, dance and drama.

Children’s book authors Bob Shea and
Pinkalicious engaged kids, right and below,
with artmaking on downtown sidewalks,
storytelling and crafts. Musician and
educator Anitra Brooks, below right, led a
community song circle, and Capoeira
Esperanca performed and taught capoeira,
the Afro-Brazilian martial art that combines
acrobatics, dance and fighting.

“I really appreciated the knowledge
shared by the performers”
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Percussionists from Kotoko Brass drew participants of all ages, below, to a popular Ghanaian
drumming and dance workshop, while Sova Dance and Puppet Theater performed an interactive
mask theater show featuring snakes, crows, rabbits, lions, lemurs and wild characters of all types.
Not shown: Tango dance workshop with Gerardo Sorkin.




NEW WORK BY
ARTISTS i merteae o

by Connecticut performers for

premiere at GreenStage festivals.

GreenStage commissioned two new works for premiere at the 2025 festival. Composer
Jen Allen brought her jazz sextet and a painter to perform a new composition, One,
celebrating unity; and playwright Laura Thoma presented Letter to My Soul, opposite,
top, a life-affirming communion between two queer women across space and time. The
festival also presented the North American premiere of Escape the Noise, below left,

a play exploring the impact of smartphone addiction on teen mental health—co-written,
directed and performed by teens from Shoreline Theater Academy Kidz Konnection.




SCENES
CROWD

People and critters of all ages came out to GreenStage events in 2024 and 2025.
Center middle, there was a full house plus some for evening shows under the festival
tent; a butterfly dog, right, was spellbound by African dance; young families, top

right and below left, enjoyed Pinkalicious stories; Batald New York’s high-energy
drumming brought smiles, middle right; and bottom left to right, hundreds attended a
multicultural GreenStage fundraiser at The Place, cared for by young volunteers.




Giant puppets, below, engaged with the audience on the Guilford Green;
the teen cast of Escape the Noise, center, celebrated the North American
premiere of their original play while family members and friends, far right,
took in its serious message; a couple, bottom right, enjoyed the Spanish-
influenced music of Surcari; and, bottom left, the audience couldn’t stay in
the seats for Kotoko Brass.




Collaboration with other southern Connecticut arts, cultural,
educational and human-service organizations and businesses is
central to our M.O., and our 2024-2025 season featured partnerships

with 18 different organizations to help bring the community together
through the arts.

Partnerships with the Arthur
Murray Dance Center and

Guilford Art Center brought GREENSTAGE GUILFORD
storytellers Martin Dockery, E n\ : -
top, and Jennifer Munro and e EXPEHE“G d

Live Arts

Denise Page, bottom, to
local studios and galleries.
The multifaceted
GreenStage Experience
event in the fall of 2024,
opposite, drew 400 people

to The Place restaurant

for sunshine, great food, and
performances by three
singer-songwriters, a
Caribbean steel band, an

a cappella vocal ensemble,
percussionists from India and
West Africa, and a comedian.
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Country & Bluegrass Festival

FREE ADMISSION!
Proceeds from food and activities support Community Dining Room,
GreenStage Guilford Live Arts and Guilford Parks & Recreation.

Guilford Town Green

(rain date Sunday, July 27, 2025)
Food and Beer Garden!
Photo Booth! LIVE MUSIC BY
Mechanical Bull Riding! Goodnight Blue Moon - 4pm
Axe Throwing!
Vendors!
Petting Zoo!

Made possible by )m’ ( = "\ GUILFORD
our major sponsors Z ‘@; g:#@ a e

Kat Wallace & Friends - 5pm
Austin City Nights - 6:30pm

GreenStage held a series of events at The Marketplace restaurant in 2024 and
2025, including eight open-mic nights that showcased local musicians, poets
and storytellers; Tomcat Bob, right, was a frequent performer. A double-bill by
the 20-piece steel-drum band of fourth graders known as The Howlers, below,
and the jazz quartet led by their teacher at A.W. Cox Elementary School, Russ
Kleiner, above, filled the house. Collaboration with Guilford Parks &
Recreation produced Wings ‘n’ Strings, opposite, Guilford’s first annual
country and bluegrass festival; attendance topped 3,000.
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ARTS-BASED
SERVICE

We partner with educational and social-service organizations, supporting their

work with performing arts-based facilitation that fosters personal insight and

identity, expression, empathy, resilience and healing, as well as social connection,
understanding and cohesion.

As part of GreenStage’s Human Service effort, dancer and social advocate
Kerry Kincy, who specializes in working with differently abled populations,
presented a series of workshops, above, for students in Guilford’s Unified
Sports program; and theater artist Marcella Trowbridge facilitated a
workshop at The Cove’s Camp Compassion retreat, opposite, for children
experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one. We also fielded a team in

the Guilford Fund for Education’s annual spelling bee, above, top, and
sponsored GFFE’s basketball tournament, supporting the fundraising
efforts of this great community educational organization.
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THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS, ADVERTISERS, DONORS
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NewAlliance Foundation

Sponsors & Advertisers
Campaigne Kestner Architects
Crest Lincoln of Woodbridge
Fantarella Dental Group

The Horton Group

Palumbo’s Automotive
Performance Environmental Services
Quattros

Riverside Financial Group
West River Surgery Center
WMNR Fine Arts Radio

Foundation & Government Support

The Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven

Connecticut Department of Economic and
Community Development, Office of the Arts

Connecticut Humanities

The Guilford Foundation

The Guilford Foundation Fund for Education
Town of Guilford/American Recovery Plan Act

The Maximilian E. and Marion O. Hoffman
Foundation

The George A. and Grace L. Long Foundation
The Madison Foundation

NewAlliance Foundation

New England Foundation for the Arts
The Puffin Foundation

Corporate Support/Matching Grants
Ascend Bank

Bayer

Disney

News Corp

All photos © Kerry Schutz except page 2, Meg Smith; page 4
bottom, page 13 top, page 18 both, page 20-21 all, page 22
bottom, Peter Hawes; page 8 left, Ruby Szekeres; page 12-13
center, Nivia Visuals; page 22 top, Andrew Corwin; and page
23, courtesy The Cove Center for Grieving Children.

Partners

Adams Middle School

ArtFarm

Arthur Murray Dance Center

A.W. Cox Elementary School
Breakwater Books

The Community Dining Room

The Cove Center for Grieving Children
First Congregational Church of Guilford
Guilford Art Center

Guilford Community Television

Guilford Parks & Recreation

Guilford Unified Sports

The Legacy Theatre

The Marketplace at Guilford Food Center
The Place

Shoreline Arts Alliance

Shoreline Theater Academy

Women Recreating Retirement

Auction Donors

Barbara Shulman Design Arts
The Connecticut Renaissance Faire
Charles & Pamela Dear

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat
Fired Up!

Flutterby

Gentlemen’s Social
Goodspeed Musicals
HarperCollins

The Healing Salt Cave

Nellie Kurtzman

Outdoor Design & Living

The Palace Theater

Studio Seaview

Tracy Brent Collections

Yale Repertory Theatre




INDIVIDUAL

PLATINUM

Thomas Conforti
Eder Family

GOLD

Anonymous

Donita & John Aruny
Charles & Deborah Austin
Colin & Jeanmarie Cooper
Dan & Dr. Ann Fisher
Peter Hawes & Meg Smith

SILVER

Earl Morrow Cade
Laura Clapp Davidson
Alicia Dolce

Mark Gahm

Megan & Jak Galvin
Wendy Kravitz

BRONZE

Andrew Corwin & Pamela D'Arc

Thomas Crosby

Charles Dear

Jim Farnam

Bobbie Fisher

Danielle Munsell Howard
Lynne Hyman

Dee Jacob

FAMILY DONORS

$5000+

Roslyn & Jerry Meyer
Williams Family

$1000-$4999

Nellie Kurtzman

Barbara Marcus

Julie Paquette & Derek Steinbacher
Susan & Doug Rollins

Mary Stevens & John Akin
Stoddard Family

$500-$999

Robert Leary
Susan G. Lewis

Michael McNiff
Barbara Shulman

$250-$499

Tracey Kammerer

Jo Keogh

Gary Parrington
Stephen Shelton
Simonds Family
Susan Stratton

Naomi Taylor

Linda & Jeffrey Weber

SUPPORTER

Brooke Anderson
David Callahan
Howard & Christine Cohen

Nancy Cohen & Mark Schoifet

Peter & Nancy DiMaggio
David Epstein
Kristen Eveland

Julie Fitzpatrick &
Peter Palumbo

Heidi Fliegauf
Mary Regina Frank

PATRON

Treeny Ahmed
Anonymous
Anonymous

Lynn Atezzini
James Ballentine
Mary Barnes

Lisa Barr

Maureen Belden
Eva Besmer
Kiersten Bjork
Ryan Breen
Stephanie Little Brown
David Byron-Brown
Peter Burrow

Kay Claiborn

Liz Corbett

Tim Croston

Sheryl Culotta
Karen Davidson
Richard & Judy Davies
Michelle Donlan
Ann Drinan

Amy Earls

Brian Gillie
Carlos & Diana Grilo
Maura Haggerty
Julie Harris
Sabine Harris
Dee Jacob

Sandi Linton
Melanie Mayer
Brian McGlone
Melinda McLellan
Annie Merkle

Peter Endicott
David Epstein
Louis Federici
Vicki Fisher
Leslie Freed
Michael Frey
Chris Gaynor
Ginz Family
Lindy Lee Gold
Gurminder Grewal
Elizabeth Gribble
William Gunther
Diana Harris
Susan Hawk
Molly Hayes
Russ Helfman
Carolyn Hicks
Colleen Hines
Matthew Hoey
Carolyn Jimenez
Bill & Ann Kaye
Libby Kingsbury
Brian Klecatsky

$100-$249

Malachy Noone
Gretchen O’'Connor
Diane Petra

Frederick Polner &
Margaret Clark

Allyx Schiavone

Gregory Seaman

Margot & Richard Sherwin
Richard Wald

Linda Waldman

Skip Young

$10-%$99

Brian Lewis
Stephanie Little Brown
Yuri Lysoivanov
Seema Mody

Laurie Montano
Emily Pagliaro

John Phinney
Rebecca Salmonsson
Amy Schiess
Elizabeth Schruender
Janet Shoemaker
Michael & Gale Silverberg
Lexie Smith

J. Philip Smyth

Leslie Stoddard

Gail Tomsich

Susan Trucksess
Michael Urban
Alfred Vigorito

Laura Whitmore
Keith Zalinger



GREENSTAGE GUILFORD

BOARD & SUPPORT STAFF
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Donita Aruny, Board Secretary

Laura Clapp Davidson
Charles Dear

Alicia Dolce

Dan Fisher, Treasurer

Peter Hawes, Board Chair &
Executive Director

Nellie Kurtzman, Vice Chair
Susan Lewis

Barbara Shulman

Sandy Stoddard

ADVISORY BOARD

Maureen Belden
Emily Breeze
Carly Callahan
Tom Conforti
Andrew Eder
Mark Gahm
Danielle Munsell Howard
Marika Kuzma
Maggie Moffett
Jocelyn Maminta
Margot Sherwin
Richard Sherwin

ADMINISTRATION

Paula Kinney

MARKETING

Susan Lewis, Director of Marketing

Kiersten Bjork

Design by Katie Jurkiewicz
JM Media

MMS Marketing

Pages Inc.

Lisa Reneson, Two Sisters Design

PRODUCTION &
PROGRAMMING

Peter Hawes, Director of
Programming

Craig Lundell, Producer
Clean Restrooms

Establishment Video
Productions

George Goulet Security
Kerry Schutz Photography
MAD Tents

Nardella’s Music

Kevin Michael Reed
Shoreline Tents and Events

ARTISTS' AWARDS
JUDGES

Emily Breeze
Stephanie Little Brown
Susan Cinoman
Angela Clemmons
Sandy Connolly
Karen Davidson
Charles Dear
Joyce DiLauro

Ted Ervin

Dan Fisher

Julie Fitzpatrick
Mark Gahm
Rachael Gnatowski
Skyler Hagner
Julie Harris

Chris Jones

Keely Baisden Knudsen
Marika Kuzma
Ruth Lewis

Denise Page

Susan Rollins

Peter Sonenstein
Ted Thomas

VOLUNTEERS

Nanette Barrata
Gigi Beckett

Chris Bekasi
Maureen Belden
Earl Cade

Terri Cain

Sandy Connolly
Kathi Croce
Kathleen Diana-Reilly
Joyce DiLauro
Kim Downing
Cordelia Earls

Ted Ervin

Jim Farnam

Kim Fox

Alida Frey
Michael Frey
Ogden Gigli

Mary Louise Gross
Susan Hawk

Joey Jacob

Claire Kerrigan
Russ Kleiner
Catherine Maltese
Sheila Mason
Carol McGrath
Julie Paquette
Louise Paquette
Kathleen Diana
Reilly Doug Rollins
Susan Rollins
Barb Scala

Meg Smith

Mary Stevens
Susan Stratton
Lisa Swain

Patrice Zelinsky
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FINANCIALS

Cash (previously year’s surplus & ARPA) $44,877
INCOME $178,513
Donations $57,689
Board members $13,050
Major donors $27,250
Individual donors $3,739
The Great Give $9,628
Free will at events $4,022
Fundraising Events $3,670
Grants $107,102
Governmental $57,877
Community & private foundations $49,225
Program Income $1,795
Sponsorship/Advertising $8,700
EXPENSES $188,815
Development $15,775
Contract development staff $11,479
Marketing $77,066
Contract marketing staff $42,079
Operations $23,119
Accounting $1,615
Staff salaries & benefits $-
Contract administrative staff $12,918
Information technology $6,571
Insurance $1,330
Production $72,855
Artist grants $10,000
Performer fees $29,095
Contract production staff $3,500
Production expenses $30,260
2024-25 P&L $(10,303)

Cash $34,575




GreenStageGuilford.org
203-654-9482

GreenStage Guilford Live Arts

GreenStage P.O. Box 345
GUILFORD Guilford, Connecticut 06437
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