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Let us welcomeLet us welcome
you home.you home.

An award-winning, luxury condominium community built with 
you in mind. The Chittenden, the final phase in this development, 
has only ten units left. Now is the time to secure your home and 

wake up with panoramic views every day. For your private showing, 
contact Nicole White at 203-430-5926 or nicole@oneteamct.com

66highst.com
66 High Street, Guilford, CT



A New England-based Women Owned Minority 
Enterprise real estate development and full-service 

construction management firm with projects 
throughout the Northeastern United States.
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203.624.6873  |  info@hortongroupllc.com
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Thank you 
GreenStage Guilford 
for bringing the art 
of live performance 
to our community.
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WELCOME TO 
GREENSTAGE 2023!

Thank you for attending our fourth biennial festival—
the first under our new name, GreenStage Guilford 
Live Arts. Folks often ask us, “What’s this GreenStage 
thing?” after five years as the Guilford Performing 
Arts Festival. The answer is that it’s about a number 
of things: a more dynamic (and easier to say!) name, 
one that clearly communicates what we do—including 
commissioning new work and centering shows on 
the historic Guilford Green—and one that provides 
flexibility for some exciting things we’re percolating 
for the future.

Whatever our name, we continue to do what we’ve 
always attempted to do: stage a highly diverse 
festival that presents a range of artistic genres and 
voices; showcases regional and national talent 
with an emphasis on original work; encourages 
participation in the arts and stimulates curiosity 
about human artistry, history and culture; and offers 
innovative education to students. All, whenever 
possible, completely free.

I hope you enjoy this week of live arts, that you have 
fun, that you’ll try something you haven’t tried before, 
learn something new about the world and your fellow 
human travelers—and most important, that you’ll get 
up and dance, sing and tell your stories. The world 
wants to hear your voice!

Peter Hawes
executive director and chairman



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 convenient locations  
GGuuiillffoorrdd – 5 Durham Rd, Ste C5  

HHaammddeenn – 2600 Dixwell Ave, Ste 2A  
 

- VIP Platinum Plus Invisalign Provider –  

- KLOwen Custom Braces –  

 

ddrr--oorrtthhooddoonnttiiccss..ccoomm    
 

220033--228888--00990000  
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Sunday, 9/17     7pm
Laura Thoma, Yours in Words. Staged dramatic reading.  
Arthur Murray Dance Studio

A tale about women, love and power set in the late 1800s. 
Challenging gender norms and societal limitations, it’s 
for those who don’t fit in, those pursuing their dreams 
when others say they shouldn’t, and those in search of 
their authentic selves. Directed by Bobby Johnson. Stage 
managed by Teresa Mella Fogel and featuring Rachel H. 
Babcock, Jordan Chenette, Derek Clark, Michael Vernon 
Davis, Julie Fitzpatrick, David Hamilton and Raven Rose. 
Writer/director Thoma’s work has been published and presented internationally. Her 
screenplay Me, Myself and I won 18 awards from film festivals in London, Paris and 
New York. She’s co-founder of Shoreline Playwrights, which develops new works.

Monday, 9/18      7pm
Alexa Patrick and Ilana Zaks, Synesthesia/AlexIlana.  
Violin, spoken word, visual art. Guilford Art Center 

Patrick and Zaks perform music and spoken word in 
communication with works in the Guilford Art League’s 
annual exhibition, featuring improvisation and readings from 
Patrick’s new poetry collection, Remedies for Disappearing 
(Haymarket Books 2023). Patrick is a vocalist and poet from 
Connecticut. Holding fellowships from Cave Canem, the 
DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities and more, she 
made her stage production debut this spring as Un/Sung in 
the opera We Shall Not Be Moved (choreographed by Bill T. 
Jones). Her work appears in Adroit, CRWN Magazine and 
The BreakBeat Poets Vol. 2: Black Girl Magic. See Zaks’ bio 
under Sunday, 9/24.

FESTIVAL 
SCHEDULE
9/17–9/24
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Tuesday, 9/19        7pm  
Mohegan Tribe Dancing, drumming, storytelling.  
Guilford Community Center

Members of the Mohegan Tribe’s Cultural and Community 
Programs Department and other tribal members tell stories, 
perform traditional dances and drumming, teach tribal 
history and bring the Mohegan culture to life.

Wednesday, 9/20       7pm
�Schuyler Beeman, Home Again. Cabaret.  
First Congregational Church

A sequel to his 2014 cabaret Home, Home Again recounts 
Beeman’s journey home to a dream life he never could 
have imagined. Bill Speed, piano; Mark Gehret, bass; 
Brendan Galvin, drums. A graduate of Middlebury College 
with a degree in theatre performance, Beeman worked 
professionally for close to ten years in the United States and 
Europe as a musical theatre performer and choreographer. 
He was also a handler for theatrical and film animal trainer 
Bill Berloni. Nowadays, Beeman gardens, raises sheep, 
rabbits and poultry at his North Guilford farm, Arbor Farm, and is pursuing a career in 
elementary education.

Thursday, 9/21       6:15pm
Dinner on the Green 

�Drinks, dinner, mingling, dancing to benefit GreenStage. Guilford Green  
(paid event by reservation only) 

Friday, 9/22    
3pm      Jeff Beal Solo piano. 
                 First Congregational Church

Beal, a five-time Emmy-award-winning composer of music 
for film, television, the concert hall and dance, performs 
ten original piano etudes. Among his multitude of credits, 
Beal composed the main theme to the television show 
House of Cards and wrote the scores to the movie Pollock; 
the documentaries Blackfish, An Inconvenient Sequel, JFK 
Revisited and The Biggest Little Farm; and the TV shows The 
Newsroom, Rome and Monk. His recent orchestral commissions include works for the St. 
Louis Symphony Orchestra, the Los Angeles Master Chorale, The New West Symphony, 
the Minnesota Symphony Orchestra, the Brooklyn Youth Chorus and Cantus, plus dance 
compositions for Oregon Ballet Theatre and Smuin Ballet.
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4:30pm      �Danielle Munsell Howard Soprano.  
First Congregational Church

A program of late 19th-21st-century music by 
underrepresented women, BIPOC and LGBTQ+ composers, 
accompanied by pianist William Braun. Howard, whose 
repertoire ranges from Bach to Stravinsky, has performed 
with the American Bach Soloists, Amherst Early Music 
Festival, Boulder Bach Festival, the Yale Collegium Soloists, 
Princeton Pro Musica and many contemporary choral 
and chamber ensembles. She debuted in New York in La 
Corona at Merkin Hall with the Queen’s Chamber Band 
and has sung internationally in Germany, Austria, France, 
Mexico and The Netherlands. Her recordings include 
Gluck’s one-act operas, Il Parnaso Confuso and La Corona.

7pm      �New England Ballet Theatre Dance.  
Guilford Green

Performing three original works: Focus Point by Saki 
Morimoto, In Her Image by Sarah Grace and B-Side by 
Rachael Gnatowski. Gnatowski co-founded Hartford-
based NEBT in 2020 to develop new choreography and 
produce new ballets, giving choreographers artistic 
freedom in the creative process. Gnatowski has danced 
professionally with Ballet Fleming, Fort Wayne Ballet and 
Ballet Hartford, and has guested with the Albany Berkshire 
Ballet, Deos Contemporary Ballet and Three Rivers Dance. 
NEBT’s next production will be an original adaptation of 
The Red Shoes at Hartford’s Wadsworth Atheneum on 
October 21 and 22.

9pm      �Jonathan Barber & Vision Ahead @ GreenStage Café Jazz.  
Arthur Murray Dance Studio

A fresh blend of classic jazz with elements of gospel, 
rock, soul and fusion, performed by this ascendant 
quintet led by Modern Drummer’s Best Up-and-
Coming Drummer of 2018. Barber has recorded and 
toured with Pat Metheny, Terence Blanchard, Christian 
McBride, Nicholas Payton, Buster Williams, Wallace 
Roney, Terrence Martin, Jennifer Holiday, Harold 
Mabern, Steve Davis and others; and performed with 
the Brooklyn Philharmonic and Erykah Badu at the 
BAM Opera House. Vision Ahead features Andrew Renfroe on guitar, Matt Dwonszyk 
on bass, Taber Gable on piano and Matt Knoegel on saxophone. 
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Saturday, 9/23 
10:30am      Oompa Possum Puppets Puppetry.  
                          Guilford Green

A nature-themed puppet show for kids in which audience 
members will learn about the animals that grace our local 
forests, skies and seas—followed by a backstage tour and 
stations where kids can make their own puppets. Puppeteer 
Kimberly Van Aelst has been performing puppet shows 
for children and adults around the world for more than a 
decade. Her many honors include a Kennedy Center VSA 
Award and a Performance Award at the World Festival of 
Puppet Art in Prague. Her puppet film Lost & Found was screened at the 2012 World 
Festival of Puppet Art in Prague and at 92Y-Tribeca.

10:30am-5pm      �Hands-on Artmaking  
Guilford Green (also Sunday, September 24)

Instructors from the Guilford Art Center provide materials and 
guidance in creating art in response to performances on festival 
stages and activity on the Guilford Green. Appropriate for 
artists and aspiring artists of all ages and abilities.

11am-5pm      �StoryCorps DIY Tell your story.  
Guilford Library (also Sunday, September 24)

The festival provides a sound booth at the Guilford Library where friends, family 
members and others can interview each other, tell stories and take home a recording 
while a copy gets sent to the American Folklife Center at the 
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., for storage among 
the largest collection of human voices ever archived. Former 
ABC News radio correspondent Richard Davies produces and 
facilitates this program inspired by by StoryCorps, a national 
organization committed to the idea that everyone’s story 
matters; select stories are broadcast weekly on NPR to more 
than 12 million listeners.

11am-5pm      �Plein Air Painting  
Guilford Green

Plein air painters descend on Guilford to add a performative 
aspect of visual art to the festival for the first time. Artists 
will be painting throughout Guilford during the week of the 
festival, and many will exhibit their work on the Green on 
Sunday, September 24.
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11:30am      �Black and Silver Productions, Women Tell: Our Firsts. Storytelling.   
Guilford Green

Jennifer Munro and Denise Page, recipients of a festival 
Artists’ Award in Drama, curate a program of women 
storytellers, whose new works tell of their “firsts”: first 
child in a family to attend college, first to marry outside 
the family’s culture, first-generation American, first to 
come out, to learn a foreign language, to be elected 
to government office, to perform surgery, etc. The 
performers are Carol Birch of Southbury; Jean Le Bec 
of Brooklyn, NY; Nina Lesiga of Stratford; Wendy Marans of Hamden; and Jessica 
Robinson of Fairfax, Virginia.

12:30pm      �Air Temple Arts Circus skills performance/workshop.  
Guilford Green

Air Temple Arts, Connecticut’s leading aerial dance and 
circus school, presents a new work and accompanying 
workshop. Fusing juggling, dance and comedy, REDUX 
explores collisions and near misses between three 
individuals while untangling patterns—the ones we create 
for comfort and safety, the ones we find ourselves stuck 
in—performed with balls, hoops, suitcases, gravity and 
time. Workshop participants will use juggling techniques to 
explore artistic expression and collaboration through the 
movement language of circus arts. Air Temple performs and teaches a variety of aerial 
arts, as well as traditional circus arts such as juggling, flexibility and hand balancing.

1:30pm      �Movimiento Cultural Bomba dance performance/workshop.  
Guilford Green

An interactive showcase of Bomba, a 400-year-old 
tradition of music, songs, storytelling and dance 
from Puerto Rico, presented by an ensemble of 
singers, percussionists and dancers. Enslaved 
Africans used Bomba in the 1600s to make music, 
communicate among one another, share stories, 
and plan escapes and revolts. You’ll learn the 
history of Bomba and of the instruments, rhythms 
and stories, and have a chance to try out the dance 
moves. Movimiento Cultural Afro-Continental Inc., is a cultural, arts and community 
organization whose mission is to educate people about Puerto Rico’s rich African-
based folklore and other art forms.
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2:30pm      �Oghlan Bakhshi Mystical Turkmens music and stories.  
Guilford Green

Oghlan Bakhshi, meaning “a child bard prodigy,” is the stage 
name of Mohammad Geldi Geldi Nejad, an Iranian-born 
master singer and virtuoso player of the dutar—a two-stringed 
lute native to Central Asia. At the age of 9, Turkmen music 
masters bestowed upon him this honorary title. Through his 
performances, demonstrations and narrations of traditional 
epic stories, Oghlan Bakhshi introduces you to the rich music 
and culture of the Turkmen ethnic group. This group primarily 
resides in Turkmenistan, northeastern Iran, Afghanistan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkey and Tajikistan.

3:30pm      �Goodnight Moonshine Americana/folk music.  
Guilford Green

This Americana/folk duo features singer, songwriter 
and guitarist Molly Venter (Red Molly) and multi-
instrumentalist, singer and producer Eben Pariser 
(Roosevelt Dime) in a performance that pairs the 
intimacy and immediacy of the ’90s with the sonic 
explosion of the 1960s. The combination of Venter’s 
stream-of-consciousness lyrics and “biker-chick-
smoky” voice with Pariser’s adventurous guitar licks 
produce a folk music with a depth of improvisation and tonal subtlety usually reserved 
for jazz. They’re working on a new album, and you’ll get a chance to preview the songs 
before they’re released!

5pm      �Marika Kuzma, Sing Like a Bird Singing workshop.  
Guilford Green

Joyous singing led by a preeminent choral master and 
conductor, with donations benefiting Ukrainian relief. 
Kuzma, who led the choral program at the University 
of California-Berkeley for 25 years, has led choirs in 
performances around the globe, in venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, Los Angeles’ Disney Hall, Pixar Studios, St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, Montreal’s Place des Arts 
and Brazil’s Sala Sao Paolo. Of Ukrainian descent, she’s 
gained recognition for her scholarship, performances 
and recordings of Slavic music. But today, it’s about 
YOU—making sound and celebrating with family, friends, 
neighbors and friends-to-be through song.



9

6pm      �Natyamandala Bharanatyam dance performance/workshop.  
Guilford Green

An interactive performance of Bharanatyam, 
a classical dance form from India, featuring 
intricate footwork, complex rhythms and 
depictions of mythological stories and 
emotions intended to transport dancer and 
viewer to spiritual places; it was traditionally 
performed in temples to invoke the gods. 
Artistic director Smita Krishnaswamy has 
danced for more than 25 years, with a 
repertoire ranging from traditional to 
modern choreography. Today’s show features Induvadana Malli, director of Bharata 
Choodamani Dance Academy and Krishnaswamy’s dance guru, from Chennai, India. 
Based at Yale, Natyamandala performed at the 2019 festival, and we’re bringing them 
back for a more participatory experience.

7pm      �Peter Sonenstein, The End of Empire. Multimedia staged reading.  
Guilford Green 

Playwright Sonenstein, recipient of an Artists’ Award in Drama, 
explores the impact of technology on society. Loosely based 
on Oedipus Rex, the play follows executives at the world’s 
largest social media platform to examine the rapid evolution 
of digital technology and its effects through the eyes of those 
who control it. This reading results from workshops directed 
by Kevin Michael Reed. Sonenstein has written a number of 
new works since 2020; his Under the Wide and Starry Sky was 
a quarter-finalist in the 2021 Austin Film Festival Playwriting 
Competition and a semifinalist at the 2022 Garry Marshall 
New Works Festival.

9pm      �Beecher & Joe Gerics @ GreenStage Café Comedy.  
Arthur Murray Dance Studio

Comedian Beecher headlines and Joe Gerics 
opens GreenStage’s first comedy night. 
Beecher has performed in the Brooklyn, 
Bijou and Boston comedy festivals and won 
the Connecticut Comedy Festival. He was a 
contributing performer to NEWSical the Musical; 
has recorded segments for the Wendy Williams 
Show and MTV2; and he appears in HBO’s Vinyl, Gotham on Fox, The Get Down on 
Netflix and The Jim Gaffigan Show. Gerics is a founder and owner of the Fairfield 
Comedy Club, a creator of the Free Standup Festival in NYC, and a regular at the 
Fairfield Comedy Club and New York Comedy Club.
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Sunday, 9/24 
11am-5pm      Plein Air Painting Guilford Green (see Saturday, September 23)

11:30am      VisABLE Dance Interactive performance for all abilities.  
                         Guilford Green

The culmination of three weekend workshops, this 
performance brings together people of all intellectual, 
physical and emotional abilities in a joyful celebration of 
dance and movement. Audience participation is strongly 
encouraged! Using the language of dance, participants 
discover and express their individual voices, and in the 
process make powerful and meaningful connections with 
themselves and one another. Facilitator Kerry Kincy is a 
movement therapist and expressive arts consultant. She directs New Haven Ballet’s 
Shared Ability program, is a visiting lecturer at Wesleyan University and is founder of 
the Free Center community impact incubator in Middletown.

11:30am-5pm      Hands-on Artmaking Guilford Green (see Saturday, September 23)

12-5pm      StoryCorps DIY Tell your story. Guilford Library (see Saturday, September 23)

12:30pm      �Ilana Zaks, Sounds of New England. Violin and electronics.  
Guilford Green

Zaks, first violinist with the Seattle Symphony who made her 
concert debut at 11, studied with Itzhak Perlman and takes an 
unusually innovative approach to her instrument, presents a suite 
for violin, recorded sound and looping technology. Recipient of 
an Artists’ Award in Music, she traveled around New England 
recording and documenting local music and the heritage and 
cultures from which it emerges for this piece. She’s a frequent 
collaborator with artists, videographers, dancers and others 
to create multidisciplinary works that prioritize inclusion of 
underrepresented and living composers. She released her first 
visual album, The Persistence of Memory, in 2019.

2pm      �Middle Eastern Dance Academy Belly dance performance/workshop.  
Guilford Green

Members of the Middle Eastern Dance Academy of Connecticut 
perform, demonstrate and teach Raqs sharqi (or “belly dance”), 
a professional form of folk and social dancing derived from Asia 
Minor, particularly Egypt. Trained in 16 dance forms, academy 
founder Kelvia Mitri-Meda has performed at Madison Square 
Garden, CopaCabana and Foxwoods, and at the New Haven 
inaugural balls for President Barack Obama and Mayor Toni Harp. 
Her proudest stage moments were being in the opening acts for 
Lebanese singers Ragheb Alama in 2019 and Saif Nabeel in 2020.
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3pm      �Jeff Beal Trio Jazz.  
Guilford Green

Trumpeter/pianist, composer, conductor and bandleader 
performs with his trio, featuring bassist John Patitucci and 
guitarist Steve Cardenas. See Beal’s bio under Friday, 9/22. 
Listing Patitucci and Cardenas’ credits would take pages; 
they include performing and recording with B. B. King, Bonnie 
Raitt, Chick Corea, Wayne Shorter, Herbie Hancock, Michael 
and Randy Brecker, George Benson, Dizzy Gillespie, Natalie 
Cole, Bon Jovi, Sting, Queen Latifah, Carly Simon, Stan 
Getz, Pat Metheny, Wynton Marsalis, McCoy Tyner, Nancy 
Wilson, Freddie Hubbard, Aaron Neville, Natalie Cole, Joni Mitchell, Carole King, Milton 
Nascimiento, Astrud and Joao Gilberto, Airto and Flora Purim, and Ivan Lins.

5pm      �Dingonek Street Band Funky, high-energy brass band.  
Guilford Green

A hit at the 2019 festival, this Brooklyn-based band 
with Guilford roots (wind player Emily Pecoraro) 
performs funky, high-energy party music drawn 
from the second-line brass band tradition seasoned 
with Afrobeat, Ethiopian jazz, punk rock, free 
jazz and Balkan brass music. Their music is a wild 
blending of worlds, mixing African rhythms with 
jazz improvisation, Romani scales with second-line 
grooves, brass and reeds with drums, gongs, bells and broken glass. The fast-paced 
instrumental adventure finds the band taking creative risks without losing hold of the 
earthy grooves that form the foundation for party music the world over.
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Thank you to our venue partners— 
Arthur Murray Dance Studio, First 
Congregational Church, Town of Guilford, 
Guilford Art Center, Guilford Free Library 
and Nathanael B. Greene Community Center. 
We appreciate your generosity in allowing us 
to use your facilities for festival events.
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Sponsors
Producing
The Residences at 66 High Street

Directing
The Horton Group

Platinum
Crescendo Music Loft
Riverside Financial Group
True Form Studio

Gold
Guerrera Landscaping
Guilford Courier
M&T Bank
Palumbo’s Automotive
Pasquariello Electric

Foundation & Government Support
The Community Foundation  

for Greater New Haven
CT Cultural Fund
CT Humanities
The Guilford Foundation
Guilford Fund for Education
The George A. and Grace L. Long Foundation
NewAlliance Foundation
Rotary Club of Guilford
Town of Guilford/American Recovery Plan Act

Partners
American Solutions for Business
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
First Congregational Church of Guilford
Guilford Art Center
Guilford Free Library
Guilford Parks & Recreation
The Marketplace at Guilford Food Center
Shoreline Arts Alliance
Shoreline Ballet

Raffle Partners
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
BSK Design
Ella, Where She Shops
Flutterby
Gentlemen’s Social Outfitters & Supply
Marijane Boutique
Mix Design Store
Page Hardware
Rock Paper Sistas
Swish
Tracy Brent
Vera Wolf
Water Street Jewelers

Auction Donors
Avelo Airlines
Daniel Fisher
Susan Rollins
Barbara Shulman
Dr. Derek M. Steinbacher

SUPPORTERS 
& PARTNERS
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LEGACY THEATRE   128 Thimble Islands Road in Branford, CT
LegacyTheatreCT.org or Call (203) 315-1901 Today!

September 14 - October 1 A farce of epic proportions, this hilarious play within 
a play is part Monty Python, part Sherlock Holmes 
and is a global phenomenon that’s guaranteed to 

leave the entire family aching with laughter!

Sponsored by

LEGACY THEATRE

Christmas CarolChristmas CarolAA
BOOK YOUR 

TICKETS EARLY!

20
22
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The Holiday Tradition Returns!    Nov. 29 - Dec. 10
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1/4 ad

Proud supporters of

203-453-4849 • marketplaceguilford.com

INDOOR & OUTDOOR DINING • TAKE-OUT/PICKUP • LOCAL DELIVERY • EVENTS

VISIT US AT 77 WHITFIELD STREET, GUILFORD, CT 
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Gifts received between 10/1/21 and 8/25/23.  
We sincerely apologize if we have omitted anyone!

Platinum
Donita and John Aruny 
Eileen and Andrew Eder
Susan and Douglas Rollins

Gold
Charles and Deborah Austin
The Conforti Family
Kristen and Johan Eveland
Barbara Fisher
Dan and Dr. Ann Fisher
Peter Hawes and Meg Smith
Robert Jaeger
Sarah and David Knox
Horace and Wanda Little
Richard and Margo Sherwin
Michael and Lorelei Sowa
Sandy and Pam Stoddard

Silver
Christine and Howard Cohen
Michael and Marty Maguire
Diane and Guido Petra
Mary Stevens and John Akin
Linda and Jeffrey Weber

Bronze
Nanette Baratta
Pamela D’Arc and Andrew Corwin
Julie Fitzpatrick, Peter Palumbo,  

Fitz and Gracen
Simone and Brian Gell
Deirdre Jacob
Stephen Shelton
Linda Waldman

Supporter
Sait and Serap Aksoy
Joyce Armstrong
Philip Camp
Sheri Cote
Richard Davies
Catherine and Phil Dinauer
Alicia Dolce and Bill Freeman
e-Fitness Personal Training
Lydia Forgetta-Sheffield

Carlos and Diana Grilo
Lynn Hyman
Wendy Kravitz
Josephine Marchetti
Barbara Marcus
Brian McGlone
Justin and Jill Paglino
Karen Patriquin
Leslie Powell
Nancy and David Rosen
Michael and Gale Silverberg
Pam and Bruce Simonds
Leigh Smith
William Smith
Vera Wolf

Patron
Anonymous
Maureen Belden
Amy Bradley
Pamela Carley
Sandy Connolly
Sheryl Culotta
Thomas Dobie
Mark Gahm
Betsy Gribble and Doug Baldwin
Barbara Hentschel
Candice Kohn
Donald Kohn
Melanie Lahti
Susan Lewis
Elaine and Michael Margolies
Maria Markham
Rennie Negron
Dana Nelson
Ben Rollins
Emma Rollins
J. Philip Smyth
Kristin Song
Michael Song
John C. Van Epps
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Thank you 
GreenStage Guilford 
for bringing the art 
of live performance 
to our community.

Landscaping
Patios

Stone Walls
Walkways
Driveways

guerreralandscaping.com
203-627-1024

indoor and outdoor lighting 

decorative pole lighting  

LED retrofits

new construction and renovation 

car charging stations

emergency service

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

www.peccorp.us
1 Bishop Ln, Madison, CT 06443

(203) 787-1061

Fighting Obstacles

The Guilford boys’ lacrosse team 

faced a lot of adversity with key 

players this season but still made a 

state tournament run .................
..... 12

Your Guide To Summer Theater

In Connecticut and nearby  ............. 26

By Ben Rayner

Staff Writer

T
hose with an interest in history and archae-

ology will have a unique opportunity to 

experience these disciplines first-hand as 

the Henry Whitfield State Museum is sponsoring 

a free public viewing of the current excavation at 

the property. Every Wednesday through Friday 

in July, weather permitting, patrons can watch as 

students and faculty from Southern Connecticut 

State University (SCSU) continue their archaeo-

logical project to discover Guilford’s history.

Museum Curator Michelle Parrish said the 

project is critical to the museum’s mission and 

may also help transform Connecticut’s under-

standing of its earliest European inhabitants.

“We have been working with Southern since 

2018,” said Parrish. “We missed 2020 due to the 

pandemic, but this will be their fifth field season 

Whitfield Museum Archaeological Dig

Open to the Public

Photo by Wesley Bunnell/The Courier

Guilford Youth and Family Ser-

vices held a production of Seussical 

the Musical, Jr. at Guilford High 

School on June 25. Patrick Clifford 

performed as Jojo, middle, and 

Aidan Price was The Cat in The 

Hat.

The Thinks 

You Can Think

See WHITFIELD MUSEUM page 10

Jon Scagnelli is helping make the 

new farmers market at the Guilford 

Fairgrounds a success .................
..... 2

June 29, 2023

Guilford

Vol. XXVI   Iss. 26

.com

FEATURE PHOTOS

See more photos at 

Zip06.com.

 *SmartMLS, SFH & Condos, 1/1/2017 – 6/29/2023 

LUXURY PROPERTIES

CALL ROSE FOR REAL RESULTS!

203.314.6269

Listing & Selling more homes than any other realtor, across all brokerages!#1REALTOR 

SINCE 2017!*

GUILFORD’S

146 Tupelo Lane, Guilford

JUST SOLD for $1,050,000

Under Contract within 3 days  

and closed at $100K over asking
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Delivering the
news you need
each week.

Conference Champs
The Guilford baseball team ended a 
drought this spring by winning its first SCC title since 2007 ....................... 14

The Most Profound Loss
A mom offers support for those 
suffering a certain kind of
disenfranchised grief ...................... 26

By Ben Rayner
Staff Writer

The music returns to the Town Green and Jacobs Beach this summer with the Guil-ford Parks and Recreation Department’s annual concert series. The series will kick off with a special June concert and then resume weekly on Sunday, July 23 through Sunday, Aug. 27. 

Concerts are held on the Green on Sundays, and Jacobs Beach concerts are on Thursdays.Park and Recreation Director Rick Maynard said the town is bringing back several favorites from previous seasons and also featuring some new acts. According to Maynard, he has brought back the bands that residents told him they wanted to see.

“The Leaf Jumpers got rained out last year, so we are doing a special concert with them at the end of June to kind of kick off the summer,” said Maynard. “We normally don’t do concerts in June, but we wanted to get these folks some time. So, that will start the season, but then the summer series won’t begin until later in July.”

Concert Series Heats Up Summer

Photo by Wesley Bunnell/Guilford Courier

The Community Nursery School 
hosted its 66th annual Little Folks 
Fair on the Guilford Green on 
June 3, 2023. The event featured 
donkey rides, games, bounce houses, 
and more. Beckett Coountee, 
6, and his sister Zoey, 4, enjoy 
hopping on the bouncing balls.

Just Like 
Tigger

See CONCERT SERIES page 3

The annual GAC Craft Expo is 
on the way, and Mauren Belden 
can’t wait ......................................... 2
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Cup ChampsThe Guilford U16 boys’ soccer team followed a dominant spring season by claiming the CT Cup title and South Central District crown ........... 10

Navigating LossHow a three-ring binder helped Liz Egan move forward ................... 21

By Ben RaynerStaff Writer

A fter months of speculation and rumors, 
the town has officially announced a new 
tenant for the former Walmart site on 

Boston Post Road. With a design and signage 
application filed with the town’s Design Review 
Committee (DRC) on July 12, Target appears 
committed to moving into the space.

According to plans submitted by the company 
to the DRC, the proposed store will encompass a 
78,000-square-foot Target, including a CVS Phar-
macy and a Starbucks outlet. Those same plans 
state that the expected opening of the site will be 
sometime in 2025.The proposal submitted at the meeting also 

included detailed plans for signage at the plaza, 
including a 9-foot tall red Target sign of the 

company’s bulls-eye logo for the front of the 
building. A smaller CVS Pharmacy sign is also 
proposed for display on the exterior.Dual Madison and Guilford Economic Devel-

opment Director Sheri Cote said the news should 
be exciting for residents and noted she has been 
impressed with the company’s proposal so far.

Target Poised to Fill Former Walmart Space

Photo by Wesley Bunnell/The Courier

Artist Sandra Kensler, rear, assists customer Catherine Craw-ford with artwork for sale at the Guilford Art Center Craft Expo held on the Guilford Town Green on July 14. The show ran from July 14 to 15, with the last day of July 16 canceled due to weather.

Art on 
the Green

See TARGET POISED TO FILL page 8

Dinners on the Green are back thanks, 
in part, to Andrea Savino ................. 2
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IF YOU HAVE BEEN THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING, NOW IS THE TIME.

Janet Cronin-Rumanoff
Each office independently owned and operated. 

Buyer demand remains strong, homes are selling quickly 

and sale prices are holding steady or rising! Let me use 

my experience and the power of William Pitt Sotheby’s 

International Realty to help you get the best results. 
Call, text or email me today.203.687.5271 | jrumanoff@wpsir.com

Buyer demand remains strong, homes are selling quickly and sale 

prices remain strong. Let me use my experience and the power  

of William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty to help you get  
the best results. Call, text or email me today.203.687.5271 | jrumanoff@wpsir.comPu
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Quality community journalism
along the shoreline - 

in print and on zip06.com

.com

.com

To advertise: (203) 245-1877 ext. 6142
To request home delivery: (860) 701-4287
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GREENSTAGE 
GUILFORD 
LIVE ARTS

Board of Directors
Donita Aruny, Board Secretary
Carly Callahan
Thomas Crosby
Dan Fisher, Treasurer
Peter Hawes, Board Chair &  

Executive Director
Stephanie Little Brown, Multicultural 

Programming
Susan Rollins, Marketing
Sandy Stoddard

Marketing & Sales
Susan Rollins, Director of Marketing
Mairi Bryan, Sales
Tom Conforti, Sales
Ty Eveland, Social Media
Sarah Knox, Sales
MAD Marketing Advertising Design,  

Web Development
Super Nine Studios, Web Development

Production & Programming
Peter Hawes, Director of Programming

Production
Steve Van Ness, Impact Arts Events, 

Producer
Craig Lundell, Associate Producer
Abbey Tent, Tents and Staging
Dave Giordano, Sound
Nardella’s Music, Sound & Lighting
Kevin Michael Reed, Lighting Design
Shoreline Tents and Events,  

Seating & Hospitality
Show Lighting, Lighting Equipment
Thomas/Ortiz Dance, Marley Flooring
United Staging & Rigging, Soft Goods

Artists’ Awards Judges
Noah Baerman
Emily Breeze
Susan Cinoman
Angela Clemmons
Sandy Connolly
Kathryn Contessa
Joyce DiLauro
Ted Ervin
Julie Fitzpatrick
Skyler Hagner
Keely Baisden Knudsen
Ruth Lewis
Paul Listro
Richard Parent
Todd Russell
Iddi Saaka
Charlie Shafer
Sandy Stoddard

Dinner on the Green Producers
Simone Gell
Meg Smith

Plein Air Painting Coordinators
Eileen Eder
Nikki Travaglino

Catering & Ambiance
The Marketplace at Guilford Food Center

Volunteer Coordinator
Claire Kerrigan
Thank you to all of our volunteers! A full  
list will be printed in our post-festival 
impact report.

Special thanks to Andy and Eileen Eder 
for their ideas and imagination, unending 
encouragement and generous support.

BOARD & SUPPORT STAFF
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11:11 Yoga Studio 
1221 Village Walk 

Guilford 
860.271.9674 

1111yogastudio.net 

NEW CLASS! 
Wednesday 9:30 am   
Yoga for Bone Health 
Based on The Fishman Method© 
proven to build bone. 
 
Enjoy our all-level classes  
Tuesday 9:30 am 
Gentle Yoga Flow 
 
Wednesday 6:30 pm  
Gentle Yoga Flow 
 
Thursday 10:00 am  
Stretch and Strengthen 
 
Saturday 9:00 am 
Wake up Yoga
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Doctor of Oriental Medicine
STEVEN JACOB DOM, L.Ac.

(203) 453-2611
Steven@DrStevenJacob.com

www.DrStevenJacob.com

Health Options • 133 State Street, Guilford, CT 06437

• Nationally Licensed Acupuncturist with 30 years of experience
• Certified Enneagram Coach
• Recognized multiple times as “Best Of the Shoreline”

• Nationally recognized Acupuncurist with 30 years of experience
• Certified Enneagram Coach
• Recognized multiple times as “Best of the Shoreline”

www.DrStevenJacob.com
203-453-2611
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GFFE is a proud sponsor of GreenStage
Guilford and the 2023 Festival. GFFE
benefits Guilford youth and supports

educators of all kinds who bring creative
ideas to life. Find out how you can help
during our 2023-24 Annual Appeal and

learn more at: gffe.org

Guilford Fund For Education (GFFE) is an all–volunteer, 501(c)(3)
non–profit organization that gives educators and students an avenue

to explore, experiment, and bring fresh educational ideas and
experiences to youth by funding proposals which fall outside of an

organization’s budget. 

Join us on
Nov 16th



Strong Communities
are built on a strong

foundation.

The mission of The Guilford Foundation is to enrich the quality of life in our community by

connecting people who care with causes that matter, now and for generations to come.

The GreenStage Live Arts Festival is just one of many

great endeavors sponsored by The Guilford Foundation.

In fact, evidence of our work can be seen all over the

area in the service of the many nonprofit organizations

we support through our grantmaking and sponsorships.

So enjoy the Live Arts Festival, and enjoy the quality of

life in this vibrant community we all call home.

G U I L F O R D F O U N D A T I O N . O R G


